
Article Authoring Add -in for Microsoft Office Word 2007 ( Release 

Candidate 1) 
 

News and updates: http://blogs.msdn.com/exscientia 

Note: The Release Candidate 1 release should not be used for production purposes. 

Overview  
At the core of this Release Candidate 1 release of the Article Authoring Add-in for Microsoft Office Word 

2007 is the ability to save and open files in the bŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ [ƛōǊŀǊȅ ƻŦ {ŎƛŜƴŎŜΩǎ XML format, and to be able 

to access and edit metadata associated with the contents of the file.  The NLM format is used for 

archiving articles in the bŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ [ƛōǊŀǊȅ ƻŦ {ŎƛŜƴŎŜΩǎ PubMed Central repository, and also used by other 

Information Repositories and commercial publishers as part of their article publishing and archival 

workflows.   

In addition, the add-in enables or simplifies a number of activities that are part of the authoring and 

scholarly publishing process, such as: 

¶ gathering information about the author and article at the time of article authoring 

¶ enabling journals to provide authors with templates containing the structure for articles, and 
provide information for self classification of the articles by the authors 

¶ enabling  access to the author and article metadata contained in the Word file, through the use 
of the NLM tagset and Open XML document structure 

¶ enabling the editorial staff to have access to the article and journal metadata directly within 
Word 

¶ enabling two-way conversion between Open XML and the NLM format 
 

To get started using the add-in right away, refer to the Quick Start section.  This guide also covers the 

different capabilities of the add-in, and the data formats involved, in other sections in more detail. 

System Requirements  
Microsoft Word 2007 is required for the add-in to be installed. 

Additionally, Microsoft InfoPath 2007 is required for metadata editing.  Note that InfoPath is part of 

some of the Microsoft Office suites. 

http://blogs.msdn.com/exscientia/default.aspx
http://dtd.nlm.nih.gov/publishing/tag-library/2.2/
http://www.pubmedcentral.nih.gov/
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Quick Start  
[ŜǘΩǎ walk through the basic process of using templates and creating a simple document in the NLM 

format.  The main thing you will notice is that the Article Authoring is unobtrusive.  Most of your 

interaction will be with the familiar Word 2007 user interface. 

In normal usage, authors will start by downloading article templates from the journals to which they 
wish to submit articles.  As part of this Release Candidate 1, a number of sample templates are installed 
with the add-in. Using Microsoft Word 2007 and the Article Authoring Add-in, authors will create a new 

document by selecting a template, ŦǊƻƳ άaȅ ǘŜƳǇƭŀǘŜǎΧέΣ as shown in Figure 1. 

 
 

Figure 1 - Template section when creating a new file 

When the new document is created, authors will see a document and user interface similar to that 

depicted in Figure 2.  In this example, the template contains a number of required sections for the 

article, as well as keywords for authors to select and classify their article with.  The template can also 

contain optional sections and other information to assist the author in producing an article that 

complies with the requirements of the different journals. 
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Figure 2 - Author experience with a new document created from a template 

Now we will add content to some of the sections and then save the file in the NLM format.  Hovering 

over the Title section highlights the content, as shown in Figure 3, which can then be edited, Figure 4.  

Only the heading of the Title element and that of custom sections can be edited.  Templates specify 

whether custom sections, with user defined headings, can be added to the article. 

 

Figure 3 - Title section 

 

 


